
At the time that Kehila Kedosha Janina was established 
in 1927, there were an estimated 500 Jews of Romaniote 
descent still living on the Lower East Side, many 
having already made the move to the outer boroughs 
of the Bronx and Brooklyn, or “uptown” to Harlem.  
Of those “500,” all were connected 
through familial ties, either through 
marriage or by blood, probably a 
core family grouping of no more 
than 50 families.  Family would 
always play an important role for this 
conservative, traditional, observant 
group of Greek Jews.  Most lived in 
close proximity to each other, fi lling 
the tenements on Broome Street 
adjacent to the synagogue, or on 
the surrounding blocks of Eldridge, 
Allen, Orchard, Delancey and 
Grand.  There was no need to lock 
the apartment doors. Everyone was 
related.  Children were safe within the cocoon woven 
by the community.  Nona and Papou lived close by, 
as did aunts and uncles.  Family defi ned their world.

As times have changed and the world now is a very 
different place from that of 1927, certain things 
have remained the same.  While our “community” 
is very different from what it was 83 years ago, it 
is still very much a “family” and, to our delight, a 

constantly growing family. The community has 
spread to the far reaches of the United States, no 
longer concentrated on the Lower East Side, but the 
center of the community, the core, is still here at 280 
Broome Street.  Nona and Papou no longer live in the 

same building as the rest of the family, 
nor even around the corner but, now, 
through the wonders of the Internet, 
they can still pass on the love of this 
very special Greek Jewish world to 
their children and grandchildren.

Our extended family now includes 
many friends who, while not born 
into this world of Greek Jews, have 
become seduced by the smells and 
tastes of traditional Greek Jewish 
foods and the sounds of our music. 
Annually, Kehila Kedosha Janina hosts 
thousands who enter through our 

portals, initially coming as strangers to learn about us, 
many leaving as friends and “family” who will spread 
the word of the special world they encountered.  
In addition, many of our core families continue to 
come home.  One can always spot returning sons 
or daughters, as they momentarily pause when 
entering the sanctuary, tears gathering in their eyes 
as they look in the direction of the spot on the bench 
where their mother, father, Nona or Papou once sat.
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FAMILY 

As President of Kehila Kedosha Janina, I 
am often asked on a regular basis to complete 
many tasks. Greeting people at events, signing 
documents but, most important, attending services 
on Saturday at KKJ. As a family, Phyllis, Andrew, 
Ethan and I have become a part of the KKJ 
family. In return, we have been blessed with 
the opportunity to meet and share the lives and 
experiences of members of KKJ, the Pashas and 
the Sisterhood.

I owe a great personal debt to the Yanioti 
community who have interacted with my sons and 
have helped shape their character and perspectives 
on life. Those individuals have given them love 
and taught them sensitivity and understanding.

To say I have received more than I have given is 
an understatement. We all learn from each other, and 
I thank G-d my family has been able to experience 
and grow within such a beautiful community. 

Sincerely,
Marvin Marcus 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

STONES OF IOANNINA: NEW ADDITION TO OUR WEBSITE

Of the many new 
developments in 
research on the 
Jewish Community 
of Ioannina, recent 
work on the 
photographing 
and translating of 
plaques stored for 
decades within 
the one remaining synagogue of Ioannina has 
offered us valuable insights into the pre-WWII 
community. You can now access our highly 
acclaimed website (www.kkjsm.org) and read about 
the new research on “The Stones of Ioannina.” First 
of all, continuing thanks to Maurice Askinazi for 
the work he does for our website (all pro bono).  
Then, to the researchers: Jonathan Alcantara (from 
the Colchamiro, Eliezer and Galanos families), who 
when teased about his “healthy skepticism” and 
whether it was “genetic” admitted that he might 
have received an extra dose; Sydney Levy (from the 
Eliezer and Mordechai families), whose ability to 
read and translate the stones has proven invaluable; 
and, fi nally, David Colchamiro, who always 
takes it one step further.  David researched the 
monetary system of the Ottoman Turkish Empire 
so that the donations inscribed on the plaques 
could be understood in light of the economy of 
the community.

Therefore, when we read, “The old man Shlomo 
Masliah Battino contributed 8 golden minir and 
stipulated that they should purchase mats for the 
Talmud Torah [...]; and an additional 6 golden 
megids for the Bikur Cholim Society, and he 
stipulated that they should buy coal for the sick and 
poor until Shiloh (the Messiah) comes soon in our 
lifetime Amen. [The donation was made in 5653 
(1893) in the month of Elul],” we know that “the 
old man Battino” was quite generous.

THE CONCEPT OF FAMILY IN PRE-WWII GREECE

“Family” in all 
societies is the 
integral fi ber of 
the community.  
While defi nitions 
of “family” have 
changed over the 
centuries, and the 
role “family” has 
played has varied 
from one part 
of the world to 
another, there is no 
doubt that “family” 
plays a major role in determining who we are 
and shaping our defi nition of ourselves. In Pre-
WWII Greece, in conservative communities such 
as Ioannina, or even more cosmopolitan ones 
such as Salonika, one was defi ned by the family 
to which they belonged.  Your surname was not 
as important as whose daughter or son you were.  

Your occupation, if you were a male, since few 
women worked, was determined by your father’s 
occupation.  There was very little upward mobility.  
 Marriages were often arranged within the 
family.  In Ioannina, most everyone was related to 
each other either by blood or marriage and it was 
not uncommon for cousins to marry each other.  
Divorce was unheard of.  The family would act 
as the arbitrator in disputes and the salve to ease 
unhappiness or disillusionment. 
 With immigration to the United States in the 
early part of the 20th century, many of the 
traditions and customs were preserved initially, 
at least within the fi rst generation.  Family was 
still immensely important.  Most marriages were 
arranged within the community, many to others 
within the extended family.  As we work on family 
trees, extending our genealogical database, we are 
beginning to see that not only are most Yanniotes 
related to each other, but the family tree is more 
of a tangled bush! 
 If you have not submitted your family 
tree information, please contact us at 
kehila_kedosha_janina@netzero.net.

PASSINGS

In an issue devoted to “Families” it is with great 
sadness that we report the passing of the mother 
of our President, Marvin Marcus.  Lillie Marcus of 
Blessed Memory passed on April 16th at the age 
of 92.  Her family came from Smyrne but Lillie 
was born on the Lower East Side and lived her 
whole life there. She was dearly beloved by our 
community and will be missed. 

We also mourn the passing of the following: 
Jesse Asser, Colonel Harry Belil, Leon Benmayor, 
Matilda Besso Besca, David Bessos, Beatrice 
Conan, Lorna DeCastros, Alex Eliassof, Isaac 
Gerson, Celia Hakim, Stanley A. Marash, Esther 
Matza Brody, Rita Mione, Stella Moses, Nat 
Myones, Chrysoula (Bertha) Eskenazi Sklak, Jack 
Tevah, Joseph Menachem Yomtov and Benny 
Younger. They will all be missed.

In Honor or Memory

Since our Last Romaniote, special donations were 
made in Memory of:

Rachel Balter, Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Cantos & 
Family, Benjamin & Rachel Barouch, Stella Battino, 
Matilda Besca, Hyman & Esther Calef, Louis Cohen, 
Lorna DeCastros, DeMaios Family, Ann Danchek, 
Louise Eliasof, Morris Eliasof, Richard Eliasof, Jesse & 
Dorothy Elison, Nissim & Esther Eskenazi, Meateck 
Ezratty, Pearl Ezratty, Sarah Ezratty, Hy Genee, 
Eugene Golombek, Miriam & Hyman Hametz, 
Jerome Harris, Sondra Harris, Norman Haskel, 
Jack & Beatrice Jacobson, Rebecca Eliasof Kailo, 
Julie Kohen, Molly Attas Lebenstein, Jeffrey Levy, 
Joseph Levy, Louis Levy, Victor Levy, Sam Marcadis, 
Leah & Abraham Mathios, Morris & Julia Mathios, 
David D. Matza, Rita Mione, Anna Mordecai, Stella 
Moses, Morris Negrin, Stema Russo Niego, Vasilis 
Persiades, Julia & Irving Pinhas, Esther & Elisha Russo, 
Annette Samuels, Sam Samuels, Michelle Samson, 
Mildred Jenny-Sansolo, Benjamin Shapiro, Lawrence 
Solomon, Murray Solomon, Albert Yamali and 

Joseph Menachem Yomtov.
Rebecca Yomtov Hauser, a Holocaust survivor 

made a generous donation in memory of her family 
from Ioannina who were lost in the Holocaust.

SPECIAL DONATIONS

 In addition, donations were made in honor of 
the following: Ralph Battino for his 90th birthday, 
Doris Dostis Cohen, Rose Eskononts, Doris Habib, 
Dr. Joe Halio, Marcia Haddad Ikonomopoulos, 
Marlene DeMaios Kanner, Rachel Marcadis, Mr. 
& Mrs. Michael J. Matza, Mollie Matza, Rochelle 
Mendelow, Esther Mollengarden, Esther Moses for 
her 90th birthday, Max & Eve Nachmias, Marvin 
Marcus Family and the marriage of Ben Golombek. 

RECIPES FOR SHAVOUTH FROM LOIS LEDNER

Cream Custard (Galaktopita zarka) from the 
kitchen of Nonna Fani Genee
“I remember my nonna always had a pan of this 
dessert every time we visited, which was often.”  
Lois Ledner

3 eggs, well beaten
2 cups milk or heavy cream or, if you are 
watching your waist, 1 cup milk and 1 cup 
heavy cream.
1/4 cup sugar
1 tsp vanilla

Preheat oven to 250. Beat eggs until frothy. Add 
the milk, heavy cream, sugar and vanilla. Pour 
into greased pan. Bake for 45 to 60 minutes until 
set. Remove from oven and let cool. Refrigerate.
Enjoy.

Cheese pie 
“When I was younger we never worried about 
too much cheese.”  Lois Ledner

Equal amounts of cream cheese, farmer cheese 
and cottage cheese. 1 to 2 tablespoons sour 
cream. Blend all cheese together. Mix in 2 to 3 
eggs. Blend together.

Pour in pan. Dot with margarine. 
Bake at 350 until set.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Brotherhood 
Chaim Kofi nas [for membership and burials]: 
845-356-0844
Steven M. Matza [dues for current members]: 
732-792-0725

Sisterhood
Rose Eskononts: 
718-648-7374
Esther Benjamin [dues]: 
914-636-2480

Pashas
Max Nachmias: 
516-481-8616

Association of Friends of Greek Jewry 
Marcia Haddad Ikonomopoulos: 
631-367-3905
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same building as the rest of the family, 
nor even around the corner but, now, 
through the wonders of the Internet, 
they can still pass on the love of this 
very special Greek Jewish world to 
their children and grandchildren.

Our extended family now includes 
many friends who, while not born 
into this world of Greek Jews, have 
become seduced by the smells and 
tastes of traditional Greek Jewish 
foods and the sounds of our music. 
Annually, Kehila Kedosha Janina hosts 
thousands who enter through our Stained Glass window in facade of Kehila Kedosha Janina.

Jerome Harris, Sondra Harris, Norman Haskel, 
Jack & Beatrice Jacobson, Rebecca Eliasof Kailo, 
Julie Kohen, Molly Attas Lebenstein, Jeffrey Levy, Marriage of Fani and Morris Genee



We, in the Sisterhood, are truly sisters in the literal and true 
sense of the word. In 1932, when we were originally organized, 
all the members lived on the Lower East Side of New York 
and, in all probability, were related to one another. When 
the “Sisterhood lady” would climb up the stairs to collect the 
annual dues of $.25, she was treated as a welcome visitor, not 
a collector, and the traditional Turkish coffee and sweets were 
offered.  Chitchat ensued, and family photos shared.  She then 
went down the stairs to another member, and the ritual was 

repeated. Eventually, our family of “sisters” grew to include 
those living in the outer boroughs and Long Island. We now 
have sisters in many states, and whenever we meet, it’s as if 
long-lost family is being reunited. That’s how close our ties are.  
Let’s hope our ranks continue to grow to include our daughters, 
granddaughters and cousins into our family circle. Please, if 
you’d like to join this historic, one-of-a-kind, philanthropic 
sisterhood, contact Rose Eskononts, President: (718) 648-7374, 
for an application form. We look forward to hearing from you.

SISTERHOOD OF JANINA

In its 13th year, the Association of Friends 
of Greek Jewry continues to be the only 
organization in the United States dedicated 
exclusively to Greek Jewry, and we take 
this responsibility seriously. Obviously, 
so do others. When the United States 
Holocaust Museum was searching for a 
means to increase their photo archives on 
Greek Jews, they contacted the Association. 
When the Consul General of Greece in 
New York needed names for the annual 
January 27th commemoration of Greek-
Jewish Holocaust losses, they contacted the 
Association. When the Jewish Community 
of Thessaloniki wanted help in distributing 
their English-language newsletter [El Avenir], 
they contacted the Association. When the 
Jewish Community of Ioannina needed 
help in restoring their synagogue and 
cemetery, they contacted the Association. 
When Corfi ote Jews in the Diaspora wished 
to raise funds for a memorial plaque in 
the synagogue in Corfu, they contacted 

the Association. When the synagogue in 
Rhodes was in jeopardy of collapsing, the 
Jewish Community of Rhodes contacted the 
Association. The Association of Greek Jewry 
has a proven track record. We reach out 
to more Greek Jews in the Diaspora than 
does any other organization in existence. 
The amazing thing is that all this is all 
done by a staff that receives absolutely no 
fi nancial compensation. They are driven by 
a passion to make a difference. Of course, 
none of this could possibly happen without 
the support and fi nancial help of our loyal 
members both here in the United States 
and worldwide. 
In 2009, we were part of a three-way 
collaboration (partnered with Kehila Kedosha 
Janina and the Sisterhood of Janina) to raise 
funds for the repair of recently desecrated 
tombstones in the Ioannina cemetery. 
There were a total of four desecrations 
in 2009, and the Association (along with 
Kehila Kedosha Janina) spearheaded an 

Internet and letter-writing campaign to draw 
attention to this problem, resulting in an 
historical demonstration of support for the 
Jewish Community of Ioannina in December 
of 2009.
Now, learning of the recent arson at Etz 
Hayyim Synagogue in Hania, Crete, the 
Association dedicated its 2010 fund-raising 
campaign to helping Nikos Stavroulakis 
repair the damage. 
The Association arranges annual tours to 
Jewish Greece.  Those who have attended 
past tours will attest to the fact that they 
are literally “life-changing experiences.” 
This year we are going to Spain and 
Greece in May (unfortunately, space is no 
longer available) and Greece in August. For 
information, prices and itineraries, contact 
us at:
friends_greek_jewry@netzero.net. 
Join with us in being a part of the only 
organization working to preserve the 
remnants of Greek Jewry.  Make a difference.

THE ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS OF GREEK JEWRYMESSAGE FROM OUR MUSEUM DIRECTOR

The opening of our exhibit on 
Weddings “Something Old, Something 
New” on November 8, 2009, was our 
most successful exhibit opening 
to date. Over 175 guests attended 
the opening reception.  The exhibit 
included artifacts, costumes and 
photos of weddings among Greek 
Jews both in Greece and here in 
the United States. Even with limiting 
submission photos to those before 
1960, we had over 250 individuals who 
submitted photos, a total of over 700 
photos.  Many were incorporated into 
the exhibit throughout the museum 
and, in addition, a photo album and a 
DVD with Greek wedding songs were 
created, in the hope that everyone 
would have at least one of their wedding 
photos become part of the exhibit. The 
wedding exhibit can now be accessed 
on our website.

This November 2010, we will be 
opening our next major exhibit on 
families (Oi Dikoi Mas/Los Muestros), 
and again, photos are pouring in. We 
are looking for the following (all taken 
before 1960– the older the better): 
Bar Mitzvah photos, baby photos, 
studio family portraits, informal family 
gatherings both in the streets of the 
old neighborhoods or inside showing 
old homes and apartments. The photos 

can have been taken either in Greece 
or here in the USA.  Because we had 
such a large turnout last year, this year’s 

attendance at the opening reception will 
be, unfortunately, restricted to printed 
invitation only.  To ensure an invitation, 
send in your photos!

Our Museum continues to be a sought 
after venue for visitors from around the 
world, and our lunch tours are more 
popular than ever.  Our lunch tours have 
played host to numerous groups from the 
UFT, retired NYC school administrators, 
local synagogues, Hadassah groups 
and unaffi liated individuals who have 
formed small groups of their own just 
so that they can get a “taste” of our 
culture.  We have begun reaching out to 

local schools, both Jewish and public, 
to enable those not familiar with us to 
learn more about Greek Jews.  We now 

are part of the curriculum at The 
Little Red Schoolhouse in the West 
Village and the middle schools in 
East Williamsburg.

Since our last newsletter, the 
Museum hosted book presentations 
by both Joyce Mendelsohn (The 
Lower East Side Remembered and 
Revisited) and Professor Steven 
Bowman (The Agony of Greek Jews, 
1940-1945) and the United States 
debut of the fi lm Rescue in Albania
by Dardan Islami and Alush Gashi.  
Highlighting our upcoming schedule 
(see enclosed schedule of upcoming 

events) will be the New York debut 
of In the Shadow of the Acropolis by 
Laura Zelle.  We are proud that our 
Museum has become a site for cultural 
events and that we are one of the most 
dynamic places on the Lower East Side.  
We are grateful for the support of our 
community and, as always, my sincere 
thanks to my volunteers, especially 
Koula and Sol Kofi nas, Andrew Marcus 
and Maurice Negrin.

Thank You,
 Marcia Haddad Ikonomopoulos 

As our Board enters its second decade, 
it is with great honor that we highlight 
a second-generation Board member, a 
third-generation Yanniote member of our 
community, a true member of our “family.” 

Lois grew up on the Lower East Side and 
attended Kehila Kedosha Janina her whole 
life.  The daughter of Hy Genee of Blessed 
Memory and Lil Genee, Lois attended 
Hebrew school at ESHI and was the only girl 
in the class at the sixth-grade graduation.  At 
the time, Bat Mitzvahs were not fashionable, 
especially within the traditional world of 
Romaniote Jews and, in 1999, Lois became a 
Bat Mitzvah at Congregation Anshe Emeth in 
South River, New Jersey, under the tutelage 
of Rabbi Maza. 

In Lois’ own words, “I have many fond 
memories of when Kehila Kedosha Janina 
was a thriving synagogue with a large 
congregation. I remember sitting with my 

nonnie during the High Holidays, when the 
women would pass around the lemon with 
cloves, so we could get through the Yom 
Kippur fast. There was not a seat to be had, 
standing room only.  I remember looking 
down at the men’s section, seeing my dad 
and my papou intent in prayer and song. I 
was awed by them. Another fond memory 
was of Simcha Torah and the bidding wars 
to carry the Torahs.”

Lois’s “nonnie” and “papou” were 
founding members of Kehila Kedosha 
Janina. Lois did not realize that the Kehila 
would play such an important part in her 
life. “As you age, you realize how important 
it is to continue traditions. I have tried very 
hard to make sure that my children stay 
connected to our Romaniote traditions.  
We always make sure to incorporate our 
Yanniote customs into all the holidays. Of 
course, we also include Ashkenazi traditions 

too, for mom.” 
Lois knew that 

she needed to 
become an active 
participant in 
Kehila Kedosha 
Janina, and 
being on the 
Board helped 
her achieve that goal. “I want to assure 
the future and longevity of our beloved 
Kehila. My father, Hy Genee of Blessed 
Memory, was dedicated to continuing our 
synagogue’s existence on the Lower East 
Side. He wanted it to remain a source of 
religion and tradition for our Romaniote 
community. I feel it is incumbent upon me 
to help fulfi ll that mission.” 

Lois is married 37 years to Eddie, “the 
most wonderful husband,” and is the proud 
mother of Damon and Melissa.

MEET THE BOARD: LOIS LEDNER

NAMES IN IOANNINA RELATING TO PESACH

The special dishes have been put away, 
the ancestral recipes restored, the unused 
matzoth thrown away, and now we have 
the time to muse over little idiosyncrasies 
of the Yanniote community (certainly a 
topic that can easily preoccupy us until 
next Pesach). Many of the surnames of 
Yanniote Jews are directly connected to 
Pesach (Pessah, Hametz, Colchamiro and 
possibly, one of the most popular of all 
Yanniote names, Matza). “Pessah” and 
“Matza” are obvious but the family history 
behind “Hametz” and “Colchamiro” gives 
us fascinating insights into the religious 
observances of this small, traditional 
Greek-speaking community.  According 
to the family oral history of the Hametz 
family, the patriarch of the family was 
caught with hametz (leavened product) 
in his pocket and given the paratsoukli

(nickname) of “Hametz,” a name his 
ancestors would carry centuries afterwards. 
Colchamiro, on the other hand, come 
from kalchamira, the opening lines of 
the prayer said as the house is cleaned 
of hametz. According to the Colchamiro 
family oral history, the patriarch of the 
family was so picky with the selections 
of his fabrics (he was involved in the 
buying and selling of textiles, a popular 
occupation among Greek Jews) that they 
teased him by saying it was as if he 
was saying the kalchamira prayer.  The 
paratsoukli stuck and that branch of what 
we think was the Matathia family became 
known as Kalchamira or, in this country, 
Colchamiro. There have been many 
myths surrounding the origin of the Matza 
surname, some attributing it to Italian 
origin, others to a Ladino offshoot but, 

in all likelihood, it was an occupational 
surname having to do with the production 
of Matzoth. The fact that there were so 
many Matzas in Ioannina, not all of whom 
were directly related to each other, lends 
credence to it being an occupational 
name. In certain communities in Greece, 
especially those with Italian infl uence 
(such as Corfu), the name was often 
spelled Mazza.  Sam Matza gave us an 
excellent explanation of this: “How do 
you pronounce ‘pizza’? Certainly not piza, 
but rather pitza because among Italians 
the two zz’s were pronounced as if it 
were tz.” Thank you, Sam! The wonders 
of Yanniote names, a topic that will soon 
become a short book, a collaboration 
between Mathilde Tagger of Jerusalem 
and our own Museum Director, Marcia 
Haddad Ikonomopoulos.
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